PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1872 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1897. 


BEING  THE 

TWENTY-THIRD 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

SANITARY  CONDITION 

Trowbridge  Urban  Sanitary  District. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE 

TROWBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

BY 

R,  T.  RICHARDSON.  F.  R  Inst.  P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  OF  THE  TROWBRIDGE  URBAN 

SANITARY  AUTHORITY, 


Massey  &  Co.,  Printers,  Market  Place,  Trowbridge. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Urban  District  Council  of  Trowbridge. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Fifth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  registered  138  deaths 
(inclusive  of  one  not  belonging  to  the  District),  and  253  births, 
showing  a  death  rate  of  11-5,  and  a  birth  rate  of  21-3  per 
1000,  calculated  on  an  estimated  population  of  11,850. 

On  29th  September,  1897,  Clarendon,  together  with  parts 
of  Hilperton  and  Hilperton  Marsh  were  added  to  the  Urban 
District  of  Trowbridge.  I  estimate  the  population  of  these 
parts  taken  in  at  600. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  District  to  the  middle 
of  1897  is  11,850,  to  the  end  of  the  year  12,450;  that  at  the 
last  census,  1891,  being  11,717. 

The  death  rate  for  1897  is  the  same  as  last  year,  but  if 
calculated  to  the  end  of  the  year  would  be  a  little  lower, 
viz  : — 10-9  per  1000.  However  it  is  much  below  the  average 
for  Urban  Districts  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  infantile  death  rate  was  1-9  per  1000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  and  90*9  per  1000  births,  this  is  lower  than  last  year 
which  was  2-2  and  114-4  respectively. 
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The  death  rate  from  Zymotic  DivSease  was  0*7  per  1000, 
against  0*2  for  last  year;  Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  7, 
and  Croup  1,  being  responsible  for  this  increase. 


The  birth  rate  of  21-3  per  1000  is  below  the  average 
for  the  Count}^  of  Wilts,  but  higher  than  last  year,  which 
was  19.9. 

The  seasonal  mortality  followed  the  following  course, 
viz  : — .50  in  the  first  quarter,  25  in  the  second,  25  in  the  third, 
and  37  in  the  last.  From  these  figures  you  will  see  that 
Januar}’',  February,  and  March  were  the  most  fatal  months 
of  the  year,  and  next  to  these  October,  November,  and 
December. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  Zymotic  Diseases 
(Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  7,  and  Croup  1)  9  ;  Septic 
Diseases  (Erysipelas  and  Phlebitis)  2 ;  Wasting  Diseases 
(Tabes  Mesenterica  8,  Phthisis  6,  General  Tuberculosis  2)  16  ; 
Cancer  7  ;  Nervous  System  20  ;  Circulatory  System  (Heart 
Disease  12,  Senile  Gangrene  2)  14;  Respiratory  Organs  23; 
Digestive  Organs  14 ;  Urinary  Organs  3 ;  Child-birth  1  ; 
Premature  Births,  &c.  7  ;  Old  Age  14  ;  Inquests  8. 


The  water  supph^  continues  good,  the  source  is  from 
the  Chalk  Hills  at  Upton  Scudamore,  near  Warminster.  The 
amount  used  per  head  per  diem  is  about  17  gallons.  The 
supply  is  constant. 

At  the  request  of  the  Council  I  sent  samples  of  the 
Company’s  Water  to  be  analysed,  both  bacteriologically  and 
chemically,  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  Eimited, 
and  have  received  the  following  Reports,  viz  : — 

“The  Specimen  of  Water  received  here  on  January  12th, 
has  been  duly  examined,  and  I  have  been  instructed  to 
forward  the  following  Report  thereon  : — 

“The  sample  of  water  was  found  to  contain  136  organ¬ 
isms  per  cubic  centimetre.  A  water  of  good  quality  is 
supposed  to  contain  not  more  than  about  100  organisms 
per  cubic  centimetre  ;  but  such  a  figure  as  the  above  is  in 
our  experience  quite  compatible  with  a  satisfactory  condition 
of  the  supply.” 

C.  H.  WHEELS, 


Secretary  of  the  Association.” 
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“The  Specimen  of  Water  marked  from  spring  in  Chalk 
Hills  received  here  on  12/1/98,  has  been  duly  examined  and 
I  have  been  instructed  to  forward  the  following  Report 
thereon  : — 

Grains  per  Gallon. 

Total  Solid  Residue  (dried  at  120°  C.)  24.29 


Combined  Chlorine  ..  ..  0*90 

Expressed  as  Common  Salt  ..  1*48 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ..  ..  0*30 

Nitrites  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Absent. 

Saline  Ammonia..  ..  ..  0-0006 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ..  ..  0-0009 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  the 

Organic  Matter  .  .  .  .  0  -  0008 

Hardness  (in  degrees)  .  .  .  .  18° 5 

Eead  or  Copper  .  .  .  .  . .  Absent. 

Observations  : — 


A  water  of  excellent  quality,  perfectly  safe  and  suitable 
for  drinking  purposes.” 

C.  H.  WEEES, 

Secretary  of  the  Association.” 

There  are  still  a  large  number  of  Water  Closets  with¬ 
out  proper  flushing  apparatus,  but  the  Council  consider  “that 
where  a  water  supply  is  within  5  yards  of  a  Closet  Door,  it 
shall  be  called  a  sufficient  supply,  and  the  tenant  be  called 
upon  to  keep  the  Closet  clean.”  (4th  January,  1897.) 

The  river  Biss  still  receives  the  waste  from  dye  works 
and  practically  the  whole  sewage  of  the  town. 

The  question  of  sewage  disposal  is  engaging  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Council. 

t 

The  following  houses  have  been  closed  during  the  year, 
under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  being 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  viz  ; — 

No.  5,  Well  Yard,  Timbrell  Street — Nos.  36,  37,  40,  41,  42, 
and  43,  Roundstone  Street  ;  these  have  been  pulled  down 
and  five  substantial  looking  shops  built  in  their  places.  No. 
27,  Roundstone  Street. 

The  overcrowding  at  Wickham’s  Yard  has  been  abated. 

I  have  inspected  the  Slaughter  Houses,  Bake-Houses, 
and  common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  course  of  my  routine 
work,  and  I  have  invariably  found  them  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 
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The  District  has  *  been  inspected  by  myself  once  a 
Quarter,  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  I  have  also 
systematically  inspected  the  courts  in  the  District. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  the  District  during 
the  5^ear  included  13  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  6  of  Erysipelas, 
1  of  Diphtheria,  and  2  of  Enteric  Fever.  They  were  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows  : — 


(Removed  to  Isolation 


SCAREET  FEVER— 13  Cases. 

February  8th — Upper  Bond  Street,  2. 

July  2 1st — Mortimer  Street,  1. 

August  14th — Trowbridge  Cottage  Hospital,  1. 

Hospital). 

IS^ovember  11th — Hilperton  Marsh,  1. 

November  28th — )  -n  i  u.  r, 

-I  o  T  *  1  cll’K  otr06t,  Z, 

December  3rd — j  ’ 

December  1st  and  4th — Bond  Street,  2. 

December  lltb — York  Buildings,  1. 

December  17th — Gladstone  Road,  1.  (Removed  to  Isolation  Hospital). 
December  23rd — Park  Street,  1. 

December  31st — Grosvenor  Terrace,  Gloucester  Road,  1. 


As  seen  by  the  above  list,  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Although  so  far,  the  hospital  has  been  sufficient,  it  is, 
however,  inadequate  to  meet  any  serious  outbreak  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease. 

ERYSIPELAS— 6  Cases. 


March  25th — Cross  Street,  1. 

June  23rd — Ashton  Street,  1. 

September  7th — Upper  Bond  Street,  1. 

November  11th — West  Street,  1. 

December  13th — Lyndon  Ten’ace,  Lower  Studley,  1. 

December  13th — Beaven’s  A^ard,  1.  (Died). 

DIPHTHERIA— 1  Case. 

February  1st — Asbton  Street.  1.  (Import  'd  from  Bath). 

ENTERIC  P'EVER— 2  Cases. 

August  1st — Lower  Bond  Street,  1. 

October  16th — Gas  Works  Road,  Conigre,  1. 

The  case  of  enteric  fever  at  Lower  Bond  Street,  was 
a  very  mild  one.  The  house  is  supplied  with  the  Company’s 
Water.  The  drains  in  this  locality  were  much  out  of  order. 


The  case  however  at  Gas  Works  Road,  was  much 
severer.  The  house  was  supplied  with  the  Company’s  Water 
for  drinking  purposes.  .The  drains  here  were  far  from  per¬ 
fect. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  not  included  in  the 
list  of  notifiable  diseases.  They  were  Epidemic  during 
January  and  February.  Whooping  Cough  accounting  for  7 
deaths,  and  Measles  1. 
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The  disease  known  as  Cancer  shows  a  slight  increase, 
7  cases  compared  with  6  cases  in  1896. 

On  the  other  hand  Phthisis  has  decreased,  6  cases, 
compared  with  11  cases  in  1896.  Wetness  of  soil  is  a  cause 
of  Phthisis ;  overcrowding  and  insufficient  ventilation  is 
another  cause,  and  Koch’s  discovery  of  the  tubercle  bacillus, 
which  is  present  in  the  breath  and  sputa  of  Phthisical 
patients  affords  strong  support  that  in  crowded  rooms  the 
disease  is  infectious. 

VITAT  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  were 
253,  118  males  and  135  females;  being  a  birth-rate  of  21-3 
per  1000. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  same 
period  were  138,  67  males  and  71  females,  being  a  death-rate 
of  11.5  per  1000  (deducting  one  as  not  belonging  to  the 
District.)  If  calculated  to  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  whole 
population  10-9  per  1000,  (Clarendon,  parts  of  Hilperton  and 
Hilperton  Marsh  being  added  29th  September). 

The  deaths  amongst  children  under  one  year,  were  23, 
a  death-rate  of  1'9  per  1000;  90*9  per  1000  births. 

Zymotic  disease  was  responsible  for  9  deaths,  (Measles 
1,  Whooping  Cough  7,  and  Croup  1),  a  death-rate  of  0-7  per 
1000. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  at  65  years  of  age 
and  upwards  were  54,  a  death-rate  of  4-5  per  1000,  and 
included  28—65  to  75;  15 — 75  to  85;  and  11 — 85  to  95. 

Summary  of  the  chief  points  of  the  year’s  vital  statis¬ 
tics  : — 

Birth-rate  ..  ..  ..  21-3  per  1000. 

Death-rate  ..  ..  ..  11-5  ,, 

Zymotic  death-rate  ..  ..  0-7  ,, 

Death-rate  among  children  under  one  1 '9  ,, 

Proportion  of  deaths  under  one  to 

1000  births  .  .  . .  . .  90*9 

Death-rate  at  65  and  upwards  ..  4-5  ,, 

There  were  8  inquests  held  during  the  year. 

It  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  public  generally  if 
the  Sanitar}^  Authority  provided  a  mortuary  for  the  district. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  RICHARDSON, 

F.  R.  Inst.,  P.H.,  M.O.H. 


Table  of  Deaths 

During  the  y'ear  i8gy,  m  the  Trozvbrtdge  Urban  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


7 


Mortality  from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing 

Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Trowbridge  Urban 

District  Council. 


GkntivKmen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  past  year  as 
Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  building  trade  has  been  fairly  brisk.  Though  the 
number  of  plans  passed  for  new  houses  and  business  pre¬ 
mises  was  smaller  than  in  1896,  there  were  nearly  as  many 
more  houses  built  from  plans  passed  in  the  previous  year, 
as  from  plans  passed  last  year.  The  total  number  passed 
was  55  as  against  56  in  1896. 

Ewelling  houses  and  business  premises  . .  . .  19 

Additions,  Alterations  and  Small  Erections  . .  36 

Total  55  '  - 

Nineteen  new  houses  have  been  passed  for  occupation 
as  compared  with  four  in  1896. 

Clarendon  Gardens  and  a  part  of  Hilperton  Marsh  were 
added  to  the  Distiict  in  October,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  have  had 
in  hand  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  draining  those 
portions  at  present  undrained.  The  intercepting  sewer  has 
been  cleaned  out  and  an  examination  made  of  it  with  a  view 
of  stopping  the  amount  of  water  which  percolates  through. 
The  best  method  of  dealing  with  this  difficult  matter  has 
been  under  consideration  by  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and 
I  have  in  preparation  alternative  schemes  to  be  placed  before 
you  for  decision. 

An  addition  has  been  made  to  the  Market  Paddock  by 
the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  land  at  the  south  end,  which  has 
been  enclosed  by  a  stone  wall. 

The  re-paving,  re-kerbing  and  channelling  of  some  of 
the  main  road  footpaths  has  been  again  deferred  owing  to 
the  difference  with  the  County  Council  as  to  the  mode  of 
repayment. 
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The  following  table  sets  forth  the  particulars  of  the 
work  of  sanitary  inspection,  and  the  work  done  in  abating 
nuisances  : — 


Complaints  received 

Common  lodging  Houses  inspected 

Slaughterhouses  inspected 

Houses  built  and  passed  for  occupation  .  . 

Premises  newly  connected  with  water  mains 

Nuisances  from  animals  improperly  kept.. 

Overcrowding  of  dwelling  houses  .. 

Houses  closed 

W.C’s  supplied  with  flushing  apparatus  . . 
Nuisances  detected 
Nuisances  abated 
Notices  served  . . 


19 

3 

12 

19 

28 

25 

7 

7 

2 


417 

447 

417 


The  difference  between  the  number  of  nuisances  detected 
and  abated  arises  from  nuisances  for  which  notices  were  issued 
in  December  1896,  being  abated  early  in  1897. 

I  have  made  periodical  inspections  of  the  various  Courts, 
Common  Dodging  Houses,  and  Slaughter-houses,  and  have 
found  them  generally  in  a  satisfactory  state.  I  have  detected 
seven  cases  of  overcrowding;  and  there  was  one  case  from 
1896,  the  subject  of  police  court  proceedings  early  last  year 
when  a  conviction  was  obtained.  Seven  houses  were  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  habitation ;  two  were  closed,  and  the 
remaining  five  pulled  down.  Water  from  the  mains  has 
been  laid  on  to  eight  houses  which  were  without  a  proper 
supply.  The  whole  of  the  factories  were  inspected.  I  have 
made  a  house-to-house  inspection  in  several  streets.  I  found 
that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  W.C.  pans  and  traps  were  foul 
and  offensive,  and  without  any  flushing  apparatus.  In  several 
instances  the  W.C.  traps  were  connected  either  to  small  cess¬ 
pits,  or  to  common  field  pipes.  Thirteen  new  W.C’s.  were 
erected  with  flushing  cisterns,  sixteen  defective  drains  have 
been  taken  up,  relaid,  and  tested.  During  the  year  I  was 
appointed  Inspector  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  I  found  that 
the  dairies  were  always  kept  in  a  very  clean  condition  ;  the 
cowsheds,  however,  in  some  cases  were  not  so  satisfactory, 
sufficient  attention  not  being  paid  to  cleansing  and  lime¬ 
washing.  The  disinfecting  apparatus  has  been  used  on  five 
occasions  for  disinfecting  bedding  and  clothes. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obedient  Servant, 

F.  E.  G.  BRADSHAW. 


Town  Hall, 


February,  1898. 


